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rich as the persons owning two hundred dirhants.1 Accord-
ing to the 'Alamktriyyah,2 it is allowed to give the poor a
share from zakat even if they are in good health and are
engaged in business (muktasib). In the Micraj, however,
it is stated that although the zakat may be given to such
persons, it is not proper for them to receive it, because it
does not follow that because the zakat may be disbursed to
a person, that person may properly receive it; just as it is
not proper for a rich person to receive the zakat although
it is allowed to disburse the zak&t to him when his state is
not known. The Majmcf? however, remarks that it is
allowed to the persons in question to receive zakat, although,
as is said in the Bahr, it is preferable that they should not
do so.

The Malikite and Shafiite conceptions of the poor are
more flexible. Thus, according to Ibn Rushd,4 Malik says
that the question of deciding whether a person is poor is
left to the judgment of the imam. According to Khalil,5
however, the poor are the persons who lack sufficient means
(kifayah) to provide for necessities for one year, even if
they possess a trade. On the other hand, according to al-
Shafi'i,6 one is rich not only by possessing wealth, but also
by being able-bodied and able to earn a living; and if it is
said that one may become sick, it is replied that one may as
easily lose his wealth. Consequently, the able-bodied poor
who know a trade are not given any assistance unless they
need it in order to make a living. Al-Mawardi7 says that a
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